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Media Release 
8th Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival & Car Show Will Fill Downtown Springfield, Illinois. 
The Lincoln Bicentennial commemoration will add to the celebration of America’s legendary road with great cars, free entertainment, and more Friday, September 25th through Sunday, September, 27th 2009.
(SPRINGFIELD, IL)  As the nation commemorates the Lincoln Bicentennial, car lovers will have the unique opportunity to park their gorgeous, meticulously-prepared classic cars and walk the very streets where Lincoln walked in Springfield, Illinois.  This will come just after cruising into the Illinois Capital on the road of so many legends and dreams--America’s Mother Road- Route 66. 
The International Route 66 Mother Road Festival returns to Downtown Springfield, IL for its 8th year on Friday, September 25 through Sunday, September 27, 2009.  The weekend will combine cool cars, great free entertainment, a classic car auction, a performance marketplace, special feature vehicles and a fundraising campaign benefitting the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Illinois.  Show hours on Friday will be from 6:00pm to 11:00pm.  Saturday’s hours are from 11:00am to 11:00pm and Sunday hours are from 11:00am to 2:00pm.  Over 1000 classic and vintage cars and trucks from across the U.S. and Canada and 80,000 spectators are expected for the event in Downtown Springfield between Washington and Capitol and 4th and 7th Streets.  
The International Route 66 Mother Road Festival is a homegrown event that has grown tremendously over the years bringing people and classic cars from all over the world. Festival organizers are excited about all the new things happening in 2009 that will maintain the festival’s status as one of the premier events of its kind in the nation.  
Springfield Mayor Timothy J. Davlin said: “Tourism is a revenue generator for Springfield and the significant impact of the International Route 66 Festival on our local economy can’t be understated.  The festival, like other large events during the year, brings visitors to our city to enjoy the event, stay in our hotels, shop at our stores and eat at our restaurants.”
Awards will be presented to registered participants in more than 40 classes.  Many bringing their lovingly-restored cars will take part in Friday evening’s “Route 66 City Nights Cruise” which will hit the road at 6pm from the Capital City Shopping Center parking lot (3095 S. Dirksen Parkway).  
Car customizing enthusiasts will be able to see “the best of the best” at a special display of nationally-recognized, award winning cars from the Ring Brothers.  These Wisconsin-based car customizing legends will bring two of their “Street Machines of the Year” called “Razor” and “Reactor” to the show.  Jim and Mike Ring will also serve as Grand Marshals of the Friday night parade and will sign autographs at their booth.
Lincoln toiled as a circuit-riding lawyer from his office overlooking the Old State Capitol in downtown Springfield.  To honor Lincoln during this Bicentennial Celebration, a special motorcycle has been created called “The Circuit Rider”.  This unique creation will also be on display at the Festival.  While Lincoln had to settle for “one-horsepower” transportation on his circuit, this bike shows what can be done when sculpture meets motorsports performance.  If Lincoln were alive today, perhaps he’d be tempted to swing his long leg over the bike and take it for a spin.
A new addition to the International Route 66 Mother Road Festival & Car Show for 2009 is a Classic Car Auction on Saturday.  This auction will be conducted by nationally-noted International Classic Auctions (ICA) of Arizona.  Over 150 of the finest classics, muscle cars and street rods are expected to be consigned for the auction.  
Two stages of free live musical entertainment will highlight the 8th Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival.  The Hot Rod Stage at 6th and Washington and Lincoln Stage at 5th and Monroe will feature such bands as “The Hit Men” on Friday and “Rewind”, “Groove Daddies”, “Strange Brew”, and “Captain Rat & The Blind Rivets” on Saturday.  Spectators can bring lawn chairs and relax and enjoy the shows after strolling the displays and checking out block after block of terrific cars.

Downtown Springfield, Inc. will sponsor a Poker Race for participants on Saturday.  On both Saturday and Sunday, the many tourism opportunities for travelers of the Illinois Route 66 Mother Road will be showcased at the Travel Illinois Expo, on the Mall just south of the Old State Capitol.  The Travel Illinois Expo is sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity - Bureau of Tourism.  
Kids will find a place to play in the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois Family Fun Zone located between 5th and 6th on Washington St.  There, Abraham Lincoln impersonators, clowns, face painters, a bounce house, rock climbing wall and more will entertain the children.  

The Boys and Girls Club of Central Illinois will be the event’s featured local charity focus in a “Lincolns for Boys & Girls Clubs” campaign kicking off Tuesday, August 4th in conjunction with the announcement of the 2009 dates of the International Route 66 Mother Road Festival. Tom Kelly, Director of Marketing & Development of the Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois said: “We were ecstatic to be named the charity of choice for this year’s Festival.  We plan to use the opportunity of being involved with such a prestigious event as a spring-board to launch our ‘Lincolns for Boys & Girls Clubs’ fundraising campaign which will help the Club raise funds that are now needed more than ever considering the shortfall in State funds we will be receiving this year.”  

The Boys & Girls Club plans to approach this fundraiser in a multi-faceted campaign incorporating central Illinois schools and a direct-mail campaign from mid-August through October, a web-based campaign using www.LincolnsForBoysAndGirlsClubs.org as a donation outlet and on-site event fundraising efforts the last week in September at the Route 66 Festival.  
Admission is FREE to all spectators.  Participants can SAVE in advance.      

Participants may register for $35 plus a $3 handling fee through Monday, September 21st at www.route66fest.com or by phone at 1-866-RTE-66IL (1-866-783-6645).  Registration includes weekend admission for the vehicle.  On site registration will be $50 beginning on Thursday, September 24th from 2:00pm-7:00pm on Vine St.  between 6th and 7th. All year, makes and models are accepted.
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INDY SUPER PULL DAY OF SHOW TICKETS*:


General Admission: Adult……….$12 		** Reserved Seating available only in advance **


Child……......................................$5


*Ticketmaster Fees May Apply
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